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CC-BY-NC 4.0 

HOW TO COPYRIGHT  
YOUR OWN WORK 

Everyone automatically has 

copyrights to their own original work!

If a piece of work is completely 

your own, you own the copyright for 

it.  BUT there are different types of 

copyright, and you have choices.

This is especially important if you 

want to guide how others use (or 

don’t use) your work.

WHY DO I CARE?
Your work can be stolen and used for profit.  

 › Without copyright information, people should assume work is fully 
copyrighted and ask permission, BUT this is not always the case 
and can happen! A copyright indication or statement on your work 
can provide an extra layer of protection. 

On the other side of the spectrum, you may want others to use your 
work, and if you do not add any copyright information:  

 › People may avoid using your work out of fear, or
 › they will not know who to ask for permission to use it. 

HOW DO YOU WANT OTHERS TO USE YOUR WORK?

HOW EXACTLY?
To apply specific copyrights to your work, all you need 
to do is to write, type, or add a copyright statement 
(such as “all rights reserved”) or a CC license.  

 › For example: You took a photograph and would 
like to share it with others, as long as they 
attribute your name and do not make a profit 
from it. 

You can post your photograph 
on your school assignment 
website like trubox, adding 
date, your name, and the 
following CC copyright:  
CC-BY-NC 4.0 

Note: hyperlink the specific license you are using.

If you want to:

Keep your work private, do not 
post on a public website

Keep your name anonymous, 
you can use a pseudonym 
(with copyright info)

Prevent other from using your 
work, add “all rights reserved C” 
on your work.

Share your work with others 
under a variety of conditions, 
use the Creative Commons 
flowchart on the next page.

Give your work to the public 
domain, use the symbol for 
“CC0 no rights reserved”.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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CC-BY-NC 4.0 

Creative Commons (CC) is free way to license your work legally. 
Here is how:

From “Which creative commons licence is right for me?” by CCI used under a CC BY 4.0 International license.

Visit the Creative Commons website for more information: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS.
If your work is not entirely your own, for example you are using 
an image in your work that somebody else created, you cannot 
copyright the work by yourself.  

Also, if several people created the original work, the group 
needs to agree on how to copyright the work together.
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Poster v1.0
Which Creative Commons Licence is right for me? fact sheet. 
Permalink and source files at http://creativecommons.org.au/
factsheets/licensing-flowchart. Last revised 18 June 2009. 

Am I ok with other people 
copying and distributing my 
content without asking my 

permission everytime?

Do I want to limit how others can 
release their remixes? ie. If they 

remix, their new content must be 
available to remix on the same terms.

Am I ok with other people 
making money out of their reuse 

of the content?

I should use “All Rights 
Reserved” copyright to 

protect my content.

I should use an Attribution-
Noncommercial-No Derivative 

Works licence.

I should use an Attribution-
Noncommercial-Share

Alike licence.

I should use an Attribution- 
No Derivative Works licence.

I should use an Attribution- 
Share Alike licence.

I should use an Attribution- 
Noncommercial licence.

I should use an
Attribution licence.

Am I ok with them changing and 
adapting the content? Will I allow 

remixing?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Am I ok with other people 
making money out of their reuse 

of the content?

No

Yes

Am I ok with other people 
making money out of their reuse 

of the content?

No

Yes

Start here!

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0

http://creativecommons.org/lisences/by/3.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org.au/content/licensing-flowchart.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

